
  

St. Sylvester R. C. Church 
68 Ohio Avenue, Medford, NY  11763 

A community praying, growing, serving & welcoming in Jesus Christ. 

July 29, 2018 
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed 
them to those who were reclining, and also as much 

of  the fish as they wanted.  When they had had 
their fill he instructed the disciples to gather the 

fragments left over.  They filled 12 wicker baskets. 

 



Office Information 
Parish Office: (631)475-4506 ext 101;   Fax  (631)475-1057   email:  parishoffice@stsylvesterli.org 
 Mon, Tu, Th ~ 9am - 12 & 1 - 5pm;     Wed, 9am - 12 & 1 - 8:30pm     Fri ~ 9am - 12 & 1 - 3pm;    
Sun ~ 9:30am - 12:30pm 
  

Faith Formation Office: (631)475-4506 ext. 118      email:  faithformation@stsylvesterli.org 
Please call (631)475-4506 ext. 118 to make an appointment and we will be happy to serve you! 
 

Clare House: (631)475-4506;  Fax  (631)475-6058 
M ~ 10am - 3pm             Wed ~ 10am - 3pm  & 4pm - 7pm          Fr ~  10am - 12pm 
  

Thrift Shop: (631)475-4506   
Tu, Wed & Th ~ 10am - 3pm;     Sat ~ 10am - 1pm  

HELP PROTECT OUR CHILDREN 
TO REPORT SEXUAL ABUSE involving diocesan personnel, priests, deacons, teachers, employees or volunteers at schools or churches in the  Diocese of Rockville Centre, please call our confidential 

hotline number at 1‐516‐594‐9063 and speak with Mary McMahon, LCSW, Director.  
 

 IF YOU SUSPECT a child or vulnerable adult is being—or has been abused, call the New York State Hotline phone number:  1‐800‐342‐3720 
 

 If you suspect someone is in immediate danger, call 911. 

Eucharist:   
Weekends: Sat: 5pm    Sunday: 7:30am, 9:00am & 11am          Holy Days as announced 
Weekdays: M, Tu, Th and Fr: Mass in the Parish Center @ 8:30am  
 

Baptisms:  Celebrated on pre-determined Sunday afternoons. Prior to making plans, call the 
Parish Center  for Baptism dates, for preparation class dates, and important information 
regarding Godparents. 
 

Reconciliation: Saturday at 12 noon or by appointment. 
 

Confirmation:  In the Fall for the youth of  the parish.  Adults and young adults can also be 
confirmed at Pentecost.  Please call the Faith Formation Office. 
 

Marriage: Friday @ 3, 4:30, 6pm, Saturday @ 10:30am & 2:30pm.   Arrangements must be 
made one year prior to the requested date.  Please be aware that all the Sacraments of   
Initiation should have been celebrated prior to the requested wedding date and  Pre-Cana 
preparation is required. No plans should be made prior to meeting with a priest or deacon. 
 

Anointing of  the Sick: Every second Friday of  the month @ 8:30am Mass for those needing 
surgery, or serious medical treatment, or seeking spiritual healing. 

Pastoral Leadership Team 
Rev. Thomas W. Coby, Pastor   Michael Lofaro, Faith Formation Administrator  
Deacon Joseph Mystkowski   Frances McMahon,  Faith Formation Director 
Deacon George Riegger, Retired   Justin McMahon,  Parish Social Ministry Director 
Deacon Frank Rivera    Lori Zito, Stewardship Director                          
Theresa Ellner, Business Manager         

We Celebrate! 

We are here for you! 

Visit our website at: www.stsylvesterli.org 



READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

7/30:  Jer 13:1‐11    Dt 32:18‐21 

  Mt 13:31‐35   

7/31:  Jer 14:17‐22    Ps 79:8‐9, 11, 13 

  Mt 13:36‐43 

8/1:  Jer 15:10, 16‐21   Ps 59:2‐4, 10‐11, 17‐18 

  Mt 13:44‐46 

8/2:  Jer 18:1‐6    Ps 146:1‐6 

  Mt 13:47‐53 

8/3:  Jer 26:1‐9    Ps 69:5, 8‐10, 14 

  Mt 13:54‐58 

8/4:  Jer 26:11‐16, 24              Ps 69:15‐16, 30‐31, 33‐34 

  Mt 14:1‐12 

8/5:  Ex 16:2‐4, 12‐15   Ps 78:3‐4, 23‐25, 54 

  Eph 4:17, 20‐24   Jn 6:24‐35 

Mass Intentions 
Saturday, July 28, 2018 
5:00pm Matteo, Caravana & Lupia Families 
 Peter Ripi (4th Anniversary) 
 Laura Mockler 
 Rose Marrin 
 Dorothy Murphy 
 Marie Bitetto  
Sunday, July 29, 2018 
7:30am Thomas J. Clark 
9:00am Joseph De Pasquale 
11:00am Donald Tierney, Sr. 
Monday, July 30, 2018 
8:30am John Natoli 
Tuesday, July 31, 2018 
8:30am Florence Pannell 
Thursday, August 2, 2018 
8:30am For the People of St. Sylvester 
Friday, August 3, 2018 
8:30am Eileen Ahlquist 
Saturday, August 4, 2018 
5:00pm Gloria Terry 
 Costantino Pugliese 
 Catherine Holzmann 
 Mary Ann Callahan 
 Jeenie Black 
 Harold J. Wirth 
 James John Baylous (1st Anniversary) 
Sunday, August 5, 2018 
7:30am Leroy Jr. and Ann Spillett 
9:00am James H. O’Grady (40th Anniversary) 
11:00am Roy Hull 

We pray for all who are sick, especially . . . 
Eva D’Amato, Robert Orlowski,  Nina Caravana,  
Martha Lee, Winnie Mulderig, Catherine Hines, Bob 
Prentiss, Jose Nunez, Jessica Deck, Rose Masucci, Baby 
Bryanna Spencer, Pam Hinton, Ken Terry, Brian  
Podlesny,  Roger Chin-Sang, Sasha  Medile, Nef Nieves, 
Joanne Clarke, Michelle Clark, Diane Ruiz, Martha 
Benvenuto, Rosemarie Pugliese, Frank Cayea, Dorothy 
Birdsall, Michael  Dolan , Hilda Gonzalez, John Ben-
nett, Julian Atz, Jim Dietz, Charles Lunstrum, Baby 
Madison Angamarca, JoAnn Brandi, Helen Gallagher, 
Donyell Gilkes, Joan Zerafa, Deidre Edwards, Ed 
Rafferty, Vinnie Callanan, Olivia Bazirgan, Diane 
Arens, Bill Lyon, Alice Micali, Baby Isabella Steo, 
Diane Garvey, Jerry Noschese, William Lyon, Nello Lib-
eratore, Michael Palermo, John Phelan, James Dunn, 
Charlie Bellizzi, Baby Emma Connolly, Desmond 
McDay 

We  pray for all who have died, especially . . . 
Thomas F. Connolly, Jr. 

We Pray 

The Bread & Wine and Candles 

used at this weekend’s liturgies 

are the gifts of  

Pam Walsh 

in loving memory of  

Sally DeLong 

  First Saturday Devotion  
                            

                           Come join us for   

                        song and prayer  

                as we pray the  

                     Rosary  

                      next Saturday,  August 4th  at   

9am in the Worship Room. 

         Mass Intentions and  

      Weekend Memorials are 

available for 2018 and 2019.    

Please make arrangements 

through the Parish Office. 



Parish Social Ministry 



Parish Social Ministry 



Faith Formation 

Will you be sitting outside in your car or in the Parish Center .…  
while your child or grandchild attends his/her Faith Formation Class? 

 

If so, we invite you to think about serving the parish community by joining the Hall Guardian 
Ministry Team as a Hall Guardian or a Substitute Hall Guardian. 

 

Responsibilities: Hall guardians are present in the atrium of the Parish Center while classes are  
being held.  They welcome parents and children, answer questions, coordinate and direct classes and parents 
for special activities.  Most importantly, Hall Guardians are there to support the parish’s commitment to the 
safety and protection of the children and adults who are in the building.  They monitor the use of bathrooms 
and prevent unauthorized individuals from entering the  
classroom hallway.  
 

For information, please call Terése in the Faith Formation Office:  631-475-4506, ext. 118. 

Registration Information 2018/2019 
  

All children need to be registered each year.  
Please note that classes are filled on a first come, first served basis. 

  

You may register online through August 12th.  Please go to the Parish’s website:  
  

http://stsylvesterli.org   
 

Go to the Faith Formation Registration link below the picture of the Church  
on the Home Page and follow the directions. 

  
 FIRST TIME REGISTRATIONS 

(For First Graders and children new to the program.) 
  

PLEASE CALL THE FAITH FORMATION OFFICE AT 475-4506 EXT 118 
TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT 

  

Please note:  A baptismal certificate is required for all first time registrations,  so please be sure to 
bring it with you when you come to register.  We will be unable to process your registration without 

this required certificate.  Thank You!  

We have a few opportunities available for those who would like  

to share their gift of faith with the young people of the parish for 2017/2018: 
  

Level 3:  Mondays @ 5:45pm 

Level 3: Tuesdays @ 4:30pm 

 If you are interested in becoming a member of the Faith Formation Ministry as a teacher/

catechist, please call 475‐4506 ext 118 for more information. 



Stewardship 
Gifts of Treasure 

July 22, 2018 
 

Regular ~ $8,463            

Renovation ~ $185              Solar ~ $110 

 Reflection 
 

“The hand of the Lord feeds us,” says 

the Psalmist, “he answers all our needs.”  

Both Elisha’s servant in the first reading 

and the disciples in the Gospel story 

who witnessed the feeding of the five 

thousand saw this happen and knew it 

to be true. 
 

 

Living Stewardship 
 

We are grateful for all stewards who   

feed the hungry through efforts such as 

St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry, Long 

Island Cares ‐ Harry Chapin Food Bank 

and our own Parish Food Pantry at Clare 

House! 

Faith Direct 
  

It’s Easy    It’s Safe 
  

It’s the Way to Give! 
  

To learn about or enroll in this  
automated giving program,  

just log onto 
www.faithdirect.net 

and use our Church code 
NY285 

  

You’ll never have to worry about forgetting  
an envelope again!!! 

  
  

 

Designated Goal:                            $65,800.00 

Amount Pledged to Date:                 $54,261.00 

% of Goal Pledged to Date:                       82.5%  

Number of Donors to Date:                        160 

 

Your donation can make a difference! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PLEDGE: $_________________ 
 
Make checks payable to: Catholic Ministries Appeal 

  

Please Print: 
  

Parish: St. Sylvester Church 
 
Name: _________________________________ 
  
Address: _______________________________ 
  
               _______________________________ 
  
Phone: ________________________________ 
 

Place in collection basket  
or return to the Parish Center.  Thank you. 

CARING FOR 
GOD’s PEOPLE 

Your gift could help 
Catholic Charities 

and Parish         
Outreach Programs 
feed and serve the 
poor and needy. 



Music Ministry 
I’m so pleased to be joining the Music Ministry at 

St. Sylvester’s, collaborating with  my musician 

husband Clark (musician at the Sunday 9:00 and 

11:00 Sunday Masses) as Choir Director. I have 

been involved in church music for what seems 

my entire life. I began singing in my parish 

church choir in 8th grade, continued on from 

there to be a cantor/leader of song for Masses,  

funerals, weddings and all the events of the  

liturgical life of the parish, taught music at a local 

Catholic elementary school, became choir director and grew that choir into a top‐notch musical en‐

semble, and lastly, served as director of Music and Liturgy for 12 years at a local Catholic parish. 

 

Love of music and musical ability run in my family. My great‐grandmother was a church organist. 

My grandfather was an opera singer. My mother was an accomplished vocal coach, accompanist, 

and closest to her heart a church organist at a local parish for over 60 years. I studied voice with 

Metropolitan Opera star Eleanor Steber and attended the Manhattan School of Music. In addition I 

have studied Catholic Church liturgy and the importance of music in our Catholic liturgies. 

 

Clark and I love to make music together from many genres, but are most satisfied when we are us‐

ing our musical gifts to give glory to God. Clark and I collaborated as organist and choir director for 

many years at a local Catholic parish and are looking forward to doing so again, serving the choirs 

and the people of St. Sylvester’s.  

 

Won’t you consider joining the choir and raising your 

voice in making a “joyful shout to the Lord?”  

We will begin rehearsals in September.  Please  look in 

next weeks bulletin for more information! 

 

Sincerely, 

Therese Blanton 
  
  

 



The Legion of Mary invites 

you to take part in their 

Fatima Home Visitation  

Program.  There they teach 

interested family members 

how to pray the rosary in 

English or Spanish.  They 

also provide rosaries at no cost to all those 

who want them.  Our Lady’s statue   

remains in the home for one week.  
 

For  information call the Office at 475‐4506 

ext. 101 and a Legion of Mary member will 

contact you. 

The Week Ahead 
Sunday, July 29, 2018 

Baptisms ~ 12:30pm ~ Church 

Monday ~ July 30, 2018 

Drawing Class ~ 10am ~ PDH 

Tuesday ~ July 31, 2018 

Art Class ~ 9am ~ PDH 

Legion of Mary ~ 1:30pm ~ Room 8 

Wednesday August 1, 2018 

Prayer Shawl Meeting ~ 10:30am ~ EW 

Spanish Legion of Mary ~ 5:45pm ~ Room 4 

Thursday ~ August 2, 2018 

Al‐Anon ~ 9:45am ~ Room 2 

Social Justice Meeting ~ 7pm ~ Clare House 

Friday ~ August 3, 2018 

Charismatic Prayer Group  ~ 8pm ~ WR 

Saturday, August 4, 2018 

Art Class ~ 9am ~ PDH 

First Saturday Devotion ~ 9am ~ WR 

    Communion for the Homebound 
  

D o you know someone who 

is no longer able to attend 

Mass but would like to receive the 

Eucharist?  Please have them or 

their family member call Parish 

Outreach at 475‐4506 ext 122 to arrange for a 

visit from an  Extraordinary Minister of Holy 

Communion. 

Parish Life 

Gift Cards 
An everyday fundraiser here at St. Sylvester is 

our Scrip program, where gift cards can be  

purchased for grocery and retail stores as well 

as restaurants.  Every time you purchase a gift 

card, our parish receives a percentage of the 

sale, at no extra cost to you!  Gift cards can be 

given as a present or can be used by you!  

Please consider purchasing gift cards after 

Mass or during the week in the Parish Office 

for: 

Applebee’s ~ $25 

Cheesecake Factory ~ $25 

King Kullen ~ $25 & $50 

Meat Farms ~ $20 

Panera Bread~ $25 

Red Lobster ~ $25 

ShopRite ~ $25 & $100 

Stop & Shop ~ $25, $50 & $100 

Target ~ $25 & $50 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry  
  

The Prayer Shawl Ministry 
meets once a month to 
knit, crochet, pray and 
share patterns.  The  lap 
robes and shawls are lov-

ingly brought to the sick and homebound, 
Good Shepherd Hospice, Brookhaven Hos-
pice and dialysis patients.  Their next 
meeting will be this Wednesday, August 1.   
  

Donations of yarn are appreciated and 
can be left in the Parish Office.  New 
members are always welcome! 



Diocesan Information 

The Cenacle Retreat House in Ronkonkoma is looking for a full‐time Calligrapher/Phone Representa‐

tive. This position entails artistically lettering prayer enrollment cards and certificates and taking 

phone and walk‐in orders. If you are interested, please send a copy of your resume and a sample of 

your calligraphy to jsgambati@cenaclesisters.org. 
 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter ~ Let Jesus feed your marriage by attending a Worldwide Marriage 

Encounter Weekend. The next Weekends are Nov 16‐18, 2018 in Huntington, NY and Feb 8‐10, 2019 

in Huntington, NY. For more information, call John & Toni Torio at 877‐697‐9963 or visit them at 

http://www.wwmeli.org. 
 

Engaged Encounter ~ Engaged Encounter is an effective PreCana program designed to provide you 

with the tools for a successful marriage.  Couples are given the opportunity to explore many aspects 

of their relationship through a series of presentations, writings and dialog.  There are no group dis‐

cussions.  The next weekend will be at the Seminary of the Immaculate Conception in Huntington 

August 17‐19, 2018  For information and registration, call Lenny & Pat Walker at 631‐563‐1032 or 

visit www.engagedencounterli.org 
 

36th Annual Catholic Charismatic Conference weekend ~ will be August 3rd through August 5th, at 

Scranton University in Pennsylvania.  This years theme is, “He makes me lie down in green pas‐

tures . . . He restores my soul.”  A bus has been charted for the conference and will be picking up all 

interested at SS Cyril and Methodius. 

In the Community 

August 4th ~ 9am—5:30pm 
Immaculate Conception Seminary 

$40 includes breakfast & lunch 
Mass with Bishop Barres 

 
 

The darkness of our hesitations, fears and 

anxieties can overwhelm us in a world that 

provides no breath.  Like the disciples, we can 

be locked in and afraid.  It was the encounter 

with the Spirit that changed everything—

bringing light and life.  This day of talks,  

community and Sacraments will renew and  

inspire the mission we are called to, while 

drawing us closer to Christ Himself. 

 

Sponsored by DRVC & Starfish Coffee House 






